
WORLD VETERANS FEDERATION
[image: image1.png]V7N
y 77 4B\
y 7 7 G\ Y

NEE" ““HE
| \ | '/ /|

\ \\ \\/ /4
NS\ 77 4

N\





RESOLUTIONS

ADOPTED BY THE

26TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

COPENHAGEN (DENMARK) 19-23 OCTOBER 2009
[image: image2.png]V7N
y 77 4B\
y 7 7 G\ Y

NEE" ““HE
| \ | '/ /|

\ \\ \\/ /4
NS\ 77 4

N\






I. internal affairs committee 
1. Amendment to article 5 of the Constitution





 3
2. Payment of Membership Dues







 3
3. A New Approach for Reactivating Resolutions Adopted by the WVF 

 4
for the Benefit of War Veterans and Victims of War
4. Harmonizing and Coordinating the Activities of the WVF Standing 
Committees
 5
ii.
social affairs committee 
5. Protection of Human Health at the International Level



 5
6. Severely Disabled Ex-Servicemen






 7
7. Assistance to Disabled Ex-Militaries Requiring Continuous Support


 7
8. For Clearer Legislation Concerning the Classification of Disabled Ex-Servicemen
 8
9. Improve the Living Conditions of Widows of Disabled Ex-Servicemen to 

 8

Ensure their Social Reintegration 

10. Support to the Disabled and their Families





 8
11.
Ensure and Encourage Gender Representation





 9
12.
Combat Post Traumatic Stress Disorder





 9
13.
Doing Justice to the Moroccan Soldiers Enrolled in the Spanish Armies and 

10

Forced to Participate in the Civil War which Struck this Country
14.
Legislation Against Nazism







11
15.
Exchange of Facilities Offered to Veterans Between WVF Member 


11
Associations
iii.
policy and future activities committee 
16. Peace and International Security






12
17.
International Humanitarian Law






12
18.
For the Application of International Humanitarian Law and the 


13

Geneva Conventions 

19.
Humanitarian Approach to the Status of Refugees




14
20.
For More Flexibility Towards the Phenomenon of Migration



14
21.
Violation of Human Rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territory


15
22.
The Near and Middle East







16
23.
Convention on Child Soldiers in Armed Conflict




17
24.
Nuclear Disarmament








18
25.
Addressing the Economic Crisis






18
26.
History: Vector of Reconciliation and Cooperation




19
27.
Exchange of Experience and Expertise in Terms of management of 
Museums
19

of War Veterans’ Memory


28.
Respect for Memory and War Graves






20
29.
For the Elaboration and Adoption of Universal Principles on Bioethics

20
30.
Resolving the Sahara Conflict







21
31.
Measures to Combat International Terrorism





22
32.
On the Inadmissibility of the Reduction of the Standard of Living of 


23

veterans and Victims of War Caused by the Global Recession 

33.
65th Anniversary of Allied Victory in WWII





23
AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE 5 OF THE CONSTITUTION
Resolution 1

The 26th General Assembly

Decides to modify article 5 of the Constitution as follows:

	CHAPTER 2
MEMBERSHIP

Article 5
Criteria and application for membership



	Current Text
	Adopted Text

New text underlined

	1)
National and international organizations of veterans and victims of war as defined in the Rules may apply for ordinary membership.

	1)
National and international organizations or institutions of veterans and victims of war as defined in the Rules may apply for ordinary membership.




PAYMENT OF MEMBERSHIP DUES

Resolution 2

The 26th General Assembly,

1.
Considering that the payment of membership dues constitutes the only fixed regular income of the WVF ;

2.
Emphasizing that upon admission to the WVF, member associations formally commit to pay their membership dues regularly;

3. Noting that the nonpayment of membership dues puts the future of the WVF seriously at risk;

4. Recalling Resolution 23 “Securing the Financial Future of the WVF” adopted by the 25th General Assembly, Invites with urgency all member associations to persuade their respective governments to recognize and appreciate this voluntary contribution and pledge their support by earmarking resources to the financial security of the WVF;

5.
Firmly reminds member associations that it is their responsibility to pay their membership dues annually and within the deadlines set out in the WVF constitution.

A NEW APPROACH FOR REACTIVATING RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE WVF FOR THE BENEFIT OF WAR VETERANS AND WAR VICTIMS

Resolution 3
The 26th WVF General Assembly: 
1.
Considering the WVF’s noble objectives aiming to defend the moral and material interests of war veterans, war victims and their families;

2.
Recognizing the important role of the WVF in drawing the attention of the international community to the major issues and preoccupations of war veteran and war victims; 

3.
Recalling the recommendations adopted by the WVF for the benefit of war veterans and war victims with the purpose of improving their conditions on the financial, medical, legislative and moral level;

4.
Taking into consideration the document entitled: “Guidelines to Basic Rights for War Veterans and Victims of war” drafted by the WVF and adopted by the 6th International Conference on Legislation Concerning War Veterans and War Victims held in Portugal from 13-16 March 1994, which constitutes a road map guiding the initiatives and actions meant to improve the economic and social conditions of war veterans and war victims; 

5.
Aware of the fact that the implementation of the resolutions of the WVF pertaining to enhancing the situation of war veterans and war victims represents a moral engagement for each nation towards war veterans and war victims and which should serve as a foundation for the moral and social approach concerned with the management of the affairs and issues of war veterans and war victims;

6.
Urgently Requests the Executive Board to:
a)
undertake all appropriate initiatives in coordination with the relevant bodies of the United Nations in order to launch awareness campaigns and intercede with the member countries to encourage and incite them to adhere to the efforts of the WVF by implementing resolutions and making them an integral part of their economic, social and cultural programs in such a way as to better serve the interest of the community of war veterans and war victims and to satisfy their most urgent and legitimate needs, claims and aspirations ;
b)
set up a Working Group to ensure the follow-up and the activation of WVF resolutions;
c)
encourage the governments of member countries to give their support and implement the resolutions adopted by the WVF for the benefit of war veterans and war victims and their dependants.  

HARMONIZING AND COORDINATING ACTIVITIES 

OF WVF STANDING COMMITTEES

Resolution 4
The 26th General Assembly: 

1.
Considering the extremely important role of the WVF standing committees in helping and assisting the efforts of member associations and institutions to accomplish their noble missions, which consist notably of enhancing the material and moral situation of war veterans, victims of war and their dependants ;
2.
Given the importance of cooperation, coordination and exchange of expertise between these Standing Committees in promoting their know-how and working methods in order to fully perform their tasks and attain the aims and objectives of WVF;

3.
Equally aware of the importance of cooperation between North and South, which should be embodied by fruitful cooperation and partnership among WVF standing committees; 

 4.
Invites the Standing Committees to establish links of cooperation, partnership and solidarity with one another, by working together to:

a) Set up a programme of action in fields of common interest ;

b) Encourage cooperation and partnership among member organizations and institutions with the conclusion of cooperation agreements and conventions for the benefit of their respective war veterans and war victims ;

c) Contribute to the upgrading of socio-economic programs initiated by member organizations and institutions with the objective of integrating war veterans and war victims in the socio-economic life of their countries.

5.
Calls upon the Executive Board to take the necessary measures for the implementation of this resolution, in collaboration with the Standing Committees.

PROTECTION OF HUMAN HEALTH AT THE INTERNATIONAL LEVEL

Resolution 5
The 26th General Assembly, 

1.
Emphasizing with extreme worry the degradation of the international sanitary situation; notably in developing countries where the poorest are not catered for by health systems and medical cover, which aggravates the spread of pandemics such as AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis, cholera, bird and swine flu, which often affect veterans;

2.
Noting with concern that these developing countries are suffering from the inability of their national health systems to satisfy the most pressing needs of their citizens due to a flagrant lack of financial means that can increase public expenditure on health and medical cover, and consequently from a significant lack of medical and paramedical staff and also of hospital infrastructure; which has negative repercussions on the health of the population; 

3.
Recalling the huge loss of human life caused by the three greatest epidemics which broke out in the 20th century, namely Spanish influenza in 1918 (more than 20 million deaths), Asian flu in 1957 (around 1 million deaths) and the Hong Kong influenza of 1968 (around 1 million deaths);

4.
Reaffirming the great danger for human health that may be caused by the rapid propagation of major pandemics, notably that which could be caused by swine flu (A/H1N1) for which the alert level is currently classed as 6/6 pandemic;

5.
Recalling the resolutions of the World Health Assembly concerning the revision of international sanitary regulations and flu pandemics: reinforce preparation and action;

6.
Aware that the provisions of the international sanitary regulations (2005) would be useful with a view to reinforcing and coordinating the actions of the international community both in the current situation and in case of an epidemic;

7.
Strongly encourages WVF member associations to implement the provisions of the international sanitary regulations (2005) which came into effect on 15 June 2007 and which are regarded as pertinent given the risks posed by the flu pandemic, particularly the following provisions:
a) Notification of the World Health Organization in case of human influenza caused by a new sub-virus;
b) Setting up of a national focus point to communicate official information and support the collective evaluation of risks in coordination with the WHO; 
c)
Taking general measures concerning public health concerning travellers both at arrival and departure as well as the implementation of the procedures stated in the above-mentioned regulations for combating a disease representing an international menace to public health;

8.
Requests the World Health Organization to play a major role in this respect and to intensify its efforts in collaboration with the member countries for the implementation of international medical regulations by:
a) Mobilizing international help and solidarity including financial assistance in consultation with the member countries especially for the countries whose sanitary infrastructures are not well developed enough to cope with an international pandemic; 
b) Making a reasonable stock of the necessary medicines;
c) Facilitating the commercial production of anti-virus vaccines;
d) Evaluating non–pharmaceutical measures particularly the use of surgical masks to slow down the contagion in case of a pandemic;

9.
Encourages the World Health Organization and developed countries to support developing countries financially and technically, in particular the African countries so that they can appropriately handle global pandemics including the swine flu pandemic (AH1N1).        

SevERELY DISABLED EX-SERVICEMEN

Resolutions 6
The 26th General Assembly,

1. Noting the difficult situation faced by many severely disabled ex-servicemen who became disabled during obligatory military service and whose disabilities were not considered by the State to be directly related to military service, and who therefore were not allocated pensions of any kind;  

2. Noting that those falling into this category became disabled during their obligatory military service and that they should therefore benefit from a healthcare and social security system that covers illness and accident; 

3. Considering also that only an insignificant amount of people are concerned by this, and that the cost incurred by the implementation of this social measure would therefore be relatively low; 

4. Recommends that, in order to react to the unacceptable situation experienced by severely disabled persons who became disabled during obligatory military service and who are deprived of all means of support, the degree of disability necessary to qualify for the status of severely disabled ex-serviceman should be reduced;

5. Calls upon member associations to encourage their governments to take appropriate measures to correct the situation in which this category of severely disabled persons, deprived of all support, finds itself. 
ASSISTANCE TO DISABLED EX-MILITARIES 
REQUIRING CONTINUOUS SUPPORT
Resolution 7
The 26th General Assembly,
1. Considering  that disabilities, especially in severely disabled people, become increasingly worse with age, setting aside the appearance of other health problems which often require continuous care;

2. Considering that the quality of life of disabled ex-servicemen should not depend on “good will”, but should be legally guaranteed by the State through the intervention of Ministries who are supposed coordinate policy in matters of rehabilitation and (re)integration of disabled ex-servicemen and secure the necessary funding;

3. Calls upon associations for disabled veterans and the relevant government bodies who have not already done so to register those affected and their dependents in order to have a correct understanding of the specific needs of this category of disabled people who require constant healthcare ; 

4. Urgently requests member associations to encourage their governments to take into account the situation of this category of citizens and to implement adequate legislative instruments and structures in order to resolve the health problems affecting this group of disabled people, the number of which is ever increasing.
FOR CLEARER LEGISLATION WITH REGARD TO THE 

CLASSIFICATION OF DISABLED EX-SERVICEMEN

Resolution 8
The 26th General Assembly,

1. Noting that, in certain cases, veterans who served in identical situations are later classified differently, as disabled ex-servicemen;

2. Noting that the way in which the investigation into the accident is conducted often has a decisive influence on the classification of the type of accident suffered; 
3. Also considering that in certain countries, the lack of clarity in the relevant legislation leads to unfair treatment as mentioned previously; 

4. Recommends that, in order to avoid injustice in the procedure for classifying disabled ex-servicemen, the relevant legislation be revised to include all necessary precision. 
Improve the living conditions of widows of disabled 

ex-servicemen to ensure their social reintegration 
Resolution 9
The 26th General Assembly,

1. Noting that widows of disabled ex-servicemen often find themselves destitute due to the low pensions they receive ; 

2. Considering that these women have played an indispensible role throughout their lives, having largely taken on the obligations that should have been the responsibility of the State with regard to those who became disabled during service, whilst receiving pensions that are largely devalued today; that many of these women, particularly the wives of the severely disabled, have had to give up their professional careers to devote themselves entirely to caring for their husbands; that, because they have given up their professional careers, they only receive a dependant’s pension, which is insufficient and on which they struggle to survive;    

3. Recommends the adoption of a ‘widow of disabled ex-servicemen’ status with a view to improving the living conditions and recognising the indispensible role played by these women throughout their lives. 
SUPPORT TO THE DISABLED AND THEIR FAMILIES

Resolution 10
The 26th General Assembly,

1.  Recalling that several of our member associations lack support for their disabled and their families;

2. Expressing concern that these persons are unable to support either themselves or their family members;

3. Emphasizing the need for special support for the disabled and their families to enable them to lead a dignified life;

4. Calls upon member associations to provide information and ideas on how to ensure that the need for support is promoted towards the respective governments;

5. Recommends that each member organization, with the necessary influence and support of their government, provides this information to the WVF in order to establish a register and knowledge base for the benefit of other member organizations which do not have the same.

ENSURE AND ENCOURAGE GENDER REPRESENTATION

Resolution 11
The 26th General Assembly,

1. Recalling all relevant resolutions submitted by the UN Security Council and in particular Resolution 1325 concerning gender equality;

2. Expressing concern for the vast majority, in particular women and children, affected by armed conflict;

3. Emphasizing that women and children in particular have some specific needs;

4. Expressing concern that these needs are not necessarily handled best by men;

5. Calls upon all actors to adopt a gender perspective, and all member organizations to urge their governments to implement gender equality;

6. Recommends member organizations to intervene with their government and other national and local organizations to support and adopt the UN resolution and ensure gender equality.

COMBAT POST TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER

Resolution 12
The 26th General Assembly,

1. Recalling resolution 16 entitled ‘Combat Post Traumatic Stress Disorder’ adopted by the 25th General Assembly held in Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia) in December 2006 and the resolution adopted by the 24th General Assembly;
2. Taking into account the fact that the effects of war are both physical and psychological and that the psychological suffering widely known as post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) has long term effects; 

3. Notes that stress affects the lives of a large number of veterans across the world, necessitating a global approach to treating this phenomenon;

4. Recommends that member approach their respective governments to encourage them to lead research on PTSD and create a database to find out exactly how many veterans are victims of this syndrome.

5. Asks member associations to approach their respective governments to encourage them to ensure that the psychic invalidity of veterans is taken into consideration when establishing the degree of their disability;

6. Considering that although some progress has been made in the recognition and treatment of PTSD, this illness is still ignored in many countries;

7. Invites the Executive Board to include this item on the agenda of the next International Conference on Legislation.
DOING JUSTICE TO THE MOROCCAN

SOLDIERS ENROLLED IN THE SPANISH ARMIES AND FORCED 

TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CIVIL WAR WHICH STRUCK THIS COUNTRY

Resolution 13

The 26th General Assembly, 

1.
Recalling the content of resolution 3 concerning human dignity and resolution 4 on Shared Memory, adopted by the 25th General Assembly of the WVF, held in Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia) from 2-7 December 2006;

2.
Inspired by the ideals of the World Veterans Federation and the guidelines of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights calling for respect of human dignity and the recognition of fundamental rights without distinction of colour, race or religion; 

3.
Fitting into the universal dynamics of reconciliation with history aiming to close the painful chapters of the past and transforming common History into a factor of progress, rapprochement, understanding and dialogue among civilizations; 

4.
Congratulates the courageous and highly appreciated Spanish initiative of re-enhancing the value of History, concretized by the 2007 law aiming to do justice to the victims of the civil war which heavily affected Spain; 

5.
Deplores the insufficient pensions given to the Moroccan war veterans who  participated in this civil war which is a grave moral and financial wrong to these Moroccans who sacrificed what was dearest to them in order to support Spain during one the darkest chapters of her history ;

6.
Exhorts Spanish associations of war veterans and members of the WVF to exert pressure on the Spanish government to do justice to the Moroccan soldiers who fought under her flag, and recognize their major role in Spanish history by following the example set by France and bringing their pensions into line with those of their Spanish comrades in order to enhance their financial and social conditions and allow them to lead a life of decency and dignity. 

LEGISLATION AGAINST NAZISM

Resolution 14

The 26th General Assembly,

1. Deeply Concerned by the growing tendency in many countries to revive Nazism and Fascism, to propagate such ideology, concept and practice, and to deny or falsify the crimes committed during the Holocaust and World War II;

2. Aware that younger generations are very often uninformed of the criminal, racist and antidemocratic character of neo-Nazism and of neo-fascism as well as various quisling regimes established in that period;

3. Invites member associations to intervene with their parliaments and with their governments to encourage them to adopt appropriate legislation or measures to prohibit the propagation of neo-Nazi and neo-fascist ideology and recommends that public powers and competent actors in civil society, including WVF member associations, popularize this subject through teaching in schools and through the dissemination of any  information which could positively influence upcoming generations;

4. Calls upon all veteran member organisations to take active role in achieving the above-mentioned goals;

EXCHANGE OF FACILITIES OFFERED TO VETERANS BETWEEN WVF MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS

Resolution 15

The 26th General Assembly,

1. Recalling resolution 14 entitled ‘Exchange of Facilities Offered to Veterans and War Victims Between WVF Member Associations’ in the field of transportation, accommodation and reducing charges of visiting museums and cultural places, adopted by the 19th General Assembly of the WVF;
2. Considering that many member associations offer some facilities to their own members to ensure that they have an appropriate standard of living; 

3. Believes that some of these facilities could be exchanged between member associations;

4. Also believes that the possibility of reducing fares and charges for transport, medical treatment and accommodation in armed forces hotels could be exchanged for the benefit of veterans and victims of war according to the laws of every country;

5. Requests all member associations to cooperate with one another and to communicate with governments and authorities to achieve this exchange of facilities.
PEACE AND INTERNATIONAL SECURITY

Resolution 16

The 26th General Assembly,

1.
Strongly convinced that the respect of the principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, the International Bill of Human Rights and the rule of law are the only basis for the maintenance of international peace and security;

2.
Deploring the fact that the international community continues to be confronted with regional conflicts, including foreign occupation, where these principles are flagrantly and continuously violated;

3.
Requests the WVF Executive Board to express its deep concern to the United Nations Organization and to urge them to exercise pressure on the parties in conflict to implement its resolutions as the only means for the peaceful solution of conflicts based on international law and human rights.

INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW
Resolution 17

The 26th General Assembly,

1. Notes that the year 2009 marks the 60th anniversary of the adoption of the four Geneva Conventions in August 1949, which, completed by Additional Protocols I and II constitute essentially what is International Humanitarian Law; 
2. Emphasises that these Conventions, strongly inspired by the tragedies and atrocities which marked the Second World War, insist on the banning in all circumstances and without restriction of inhumane treatment and violation of dignity, including, of course, torture; 

3.
Notes  that due to the conflicts that are unfortunately underway in several regions of the world and which directly affect civilian populations, both the Geneva Conventions and International Humanitarian Law as a whole are particularly relevant; 

4.
Recalls that Convention IV lists a series of criteria designed to protect civilian populations in case of conflict, notably by defining as clearly as possible the distinction between combatants and civilian populations; 

5.
Further recalls that International Humanitarian Law also applies to the situation in occupied territories, notably banning collective sanctions applying to persons or to goods against the members of a group due to the adherence of a delinquent to that group;

6.
Finally emphasises that taking into account the nature of certain conflicts, it is stipulated that in case of asymmetric conflict, or conflict where the forces present are disproportionate, that the violation of International Humanitarian Law by one of the parties – more specifically the weakest – under no circumstances exonerates the other from its obligation to respect International Humanitarian Law;

7.
Notes, in light of the armed conflicts which took place during the second half of the 20th century and those which are currently taking place, that the violation of International Humanitarian Law, far from contributing to military advances, makes conflict resolution more difficult by promoting the “violence–repression” cycle and inspiring hate between the conflicting parties;

8.
Launches an appeal for the provisions of International Humanitarian Law to be respected everywhere and by everyone, for the preservation in particular of the interests of the most disadvantaged and threatened civilian populations.

FOR THE APPLICATION OF INTERNATIONAL HUMANITARIAN LAW AND THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS

Resolution 18

The 26th General Assembly,

1. Noting that the conditions of imprisonment of certain prisoners of war are kept secret, that they are denied the right to visits from delegates of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and that they cannot send or receive letters from their family, which constitutes a flagrant violation of International Humanitarian Law;

2. Urgently requests that prisoners of war detained in such conditions benefit from their fundamental rights as stipulated in the texts of the Geneva Conventions, the Additional Protocols and International Humanitarian Law. It is universally accepted that any person captured during armed conflict deserves such fundamental protection, regardless of the circumstances of capture and notwithstanding any legal or political disputes concerning their status;
3. Considering that allowing a prisoner to maintain contact with the outside world, either through visits from delegates of the ICRC or through written communication, is not only crucial for his/her mental health, but is also the only way to effectively ensure that the conditions of detention meet internationally accepted standards and that the detainee is not subject to cruel or inhumane treatment;
4. Calls upon organisations or States concerned by such violations of International Humanitarian Law to immediately grant authorisation to ICRC delegates to visit prisoners of war of whom we have no recent news in order to ensure that they are being treated correctly, and to allow prisoners to send and receive letters from their families.
5. Requests States who arbitrarily retain prisoners of war after conflict has ended to authorise the immediate repatriation of these prisoners to their country of origin.
6. Calls for the urgent and immediate application of these measures to all prisoners populations concerned.
HUMANITARIAN APPROACH TO THE
STATUS OF REFUGEES
Resolution 19
The 26th General Assembly,

1. Recalling the ‘Human Rights and Humanitarian Law in Detention and Refugees Camp’ adopted by the UN Security Council,

2. Notes with regret that refugees are sometimes living in countries without any guarantee concerning their basic rights and their personal security;

3. Also notes with regret that criminal acts, violence and ill treatment of refugees have been perpetrated, thereby decaying their safety and their basic human rights;

4. Urges host countries and countries of origin to respect the stipulations of international laws concerning refugees to the letter, notably by making sure that:

a) They are able to fully reintegrate into their country of origin by allowing them to put the skills and competences that they have learned during their absence to the service of their country;

b) They are able to recover their possessions and property and fully enjoy their citizen’s rights

c) They constitute a positive social force whilst being protected from any provocation or vengeance from other ethnic groups;

d) Educational campaigns are carried out, aimed at the public in order make known and to popularize the stipulations of International Humanitarian Law and in particular, the conventions relating to refugees.

FOR MORE FLEXIBILITY TOWARDS THE PHENOMENON OF MIGRATION
Resolution 20
The 26th WVF General Assembly,
1.
Recalling resolution 26 entitled: “New Challenges For Peace Migrations” adopted by the 20th General Assembly of the WVF, held in Helsinki (Finland) from 20-24 December 1991;

2.
Also Recalling resolution 10 entitled: “Adopting a National and Global approach towards immigration” adopted by the 12th meeting of the WVF Standing Committee on African Affairs, held in Rabat  (Morocco) from 20-22 May 2004 ; 

3.
Also Recalling resolution 12 entitled “For a Humane Migration” adopted the WVF 13th meeting of the Standing Committee on African Affairs, held in Accra (Ghana) from 14-16 July 2007 ; 

4.
Notes with great concern the rise of migratory waves from South to North for various political, economic, security and climatic reasons;

5.
Notices with anxiety that these migrants are mainly refugees fleeing oppression, lack of stability and armed conflicts in their countries;

6.
Taking into consideration the negative impacts of repression inflicted upon refugees by the authorities of host countries, which opens the way for crime, slavery, traffic in human beings, forced prostitution, recruitment by mercenaries, etc... ;

7.
Given that migration has always played an outstanding role in bringing together peoples from different cultures and civilizations throughout the history of humanity;

8.
Recommends the adoption of a fundamentally collective approach for dealing with the diverse political, judicial, economic, social, cultural and spiritual problems of immigrants, refugees and asylum seekers so as to make their integration in the host countries a factor of development and civilizational complementarities; 

9.
Launches an appeal to industrialized countries to become aware of the interdependence of planetary problems in light of globalization and the global economic crisis and global warming in order to :
a) Address the problems facing poor southern countries with the necessary urgency and rigor ;
b) Provide the countries in difficulty with financial and technical assistance in order to allow for the implementation of programs of social and economic development ;
c) Inform the public in host countries by all means available of migratory problems with a view to tackling sentiments of prejudice, racism, xenophobia and ostracism;

10.
Encourages the efforts exerted by UN member states and the world community as a whole for the promotion of a balanced coherent and exhaustive approach to dealing with international migration and development;

11.
Underlines the importance of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms of all migrants and their contribution to the progress of both their countries of origin and their host countries.

VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN
TERRITORY

Resolution 21

The 26th General Assembly,

1. Recalling all the relevant resolutions by the UN Security Council on 8 January 2009;
2. Stressing that the Gaza strip constitutes an integral part of territory occupied in 1967 and will be part of the Palestinian state;
3. Emphasising the importance of the safety and well-being of all civilians;
4. Expressing grave concern at the deepening humanitarian ‘crisis’ in Gaza;
5. Emphasising the need to ensure sustained and regular flow of goods and people through Gaza crossings;
6. Calls for the unimpeded provision and distribution throughout Gaza of humanitarian assistance, including food and medical treatment;
7. Calls upon member associations to urge their governments to intensify efforts to provide arrangements and guarantees in Gaza in order to sustain a durable ceasefire and calm, including the prevention of illicit trafficking in arms and ammunition and ensuring the sustained reopening of the crossing points on the basis of the 2005 Agreement on Movement and Access between the Palestinian Authority and Israel, and welcomes the Egyptian initiative, and other regional and international efforts that are under way;

8. Recommends member associations to intervene with their respective governments to support this UN resolution and further urges the WVF Secretary General to write to the Palestinian Authority and Israeli government to encourage direct talks with both sides to promote peace and human development in the Middle East.
THE NEAR AND MIDDLE EAST

Resolution 22
The 26th General Assembly,

1. Recalls resolutions 7 and 8 concerning the situation in the Near and Middle East, adopted by the 25th General Assembly, held in Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia) in December 2006;

2. Expresses its concern at the reciprocal recourse to violence and the violations of International Humanitarian Law which have occurred from that time forward, the loss of life and the mass destruction that have been suffered – in particular by the Palestinian population- due to the asymmetry of the forces present and their use; 

3.
Considers that such violence has unfortunately confirmed the conviction, expressed notably in resolutions 7 and 8, that resorting to force alone will neither solve the conflict, nor guarantee the security of the countries concerned, and that, for the conflict between Israel and Palestine, it is indispensable and imperative to pursue negotiations for the application of the relevant resolutions of the United Nations Security Council, to follow up the agreements made in view of the creation of a viable Palestinian State and to ensure its security as well as that of Israel; 

4.
Welcomes the decision of President Obama to commit the United States to working towards this goal and the support of the resolutions of the United Nations Security Council brought by the French government; 

5.
Recalls that the informal agreement made in Geneva in 2003 between important personalities form Israel and from the Palestinian Authority has shown that all the problems raised by the pacific existence of the State of Israel and the State of Palestine could be resolved, subject to a political will on both sides to accept the necessary compromises;

6.
Considers that a just and lasting solution to the conflict between Israel and Palestine would not only end the suffering - particularly of the Palestinian people - but would bring an important contribution to peace and to economic development throughout the region;

7.
Calls upon all those concerned to show a real political will to reach this objective.

8.
Calls upon the international community to support the solution of two states (Israel and Palestine) living in peace and security side by side.
CONVENTION ON CHILD SOLDIERS IN ARMED CONFLICT
Resolution 23

The 26th General Assembly,

1. Underlining that the year 2009 marks the 20th Anniversary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which mentions notably the issue of the protection of children in armed conflict; 
2. Recalling in this connection resolution 12 entitled “Child Soldiers” adopted by the 25th General Assembly, which was held in Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia) in December 2006; 

3. Considering the Report of the Secretary General of the United Nations on “Child Soldiers and Armed Conflict” submitted to the General Assembly and to the Security Council which mentions the obligation to “put an end to the recruitment and use of children in armed conflict and to other grave violations carried out against children in periods of armed conflict”; 

4. Notes that the information gathered which concerns a period ending in December  2008, whilst indicating the progress that has been made, also shows serious breaches of children’s rights;

5. Also notes that the violations mentioned in the report reveal various and highly condemnable issues, notably: forced recruitment and kidnapping, including in schools; violence of all kinds including sexual; children of 10 years old used as human bombs in attacks or as human shields, detention without trial... Moreover, these acts contribute in certain cases to migrations through the movement of parents who flee with their children to protect them;

6. Finally notes that the report mentions a certain number of measures to resolve these situations, in particular the inclusion in peacekeeping operations of specialized counsellors trained to enforce the respect of these rights and ensure the protection of children;

7. Emphasizes and supports the statement made in the report that efficient disarmament, demobilisation and reintegration programmes constitute factors of growing importance to ensure sustainable peace and security;
8. Calls upon member associations to give their full support to pursue the implementation of this convention and of the above-mentioned reports concerning child soldiers in armed conflict.
NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT

Resolution 24
The 26th General Assembly,

1. Notes the concern raised by the danger of the proliferation of nuclear weapons and fissile materials and the necessity to put an end to this; 

2. Welcomes the unanimous adoption of Resolution 1887 by the United Nations Security Council at the initiative of the President of the United States of America, which proclaims the determination of the Council to “seek a safer world for all and to create the conditions for a world without nuclear weapons, in accordance with the goals of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT)…”

3. Considering the stipulations of the resolution concerning total nuclear disarmament and the strict application of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT);
4. Also considering that the Council declared that it was in favour of the holding of a summit on nuclear security in 2010;
5. Calls upon all States in possession of nuclear weapons,  all signatories of the NPT and  those who have not yet signed it, to immediately apply the measures laid out in resolution 1887;

6. Requests member associations to support all actions taken in this regard in their respective countries.

ADDRESSING THE ECONOMIC CRISIS

Resolution 25

The 26th General Assembly,

1. Noting the current global economic crisis which has affected every country in the world;

2. Expressing grave concern at the deepening humanitarian crisis due to the lack of food and jobs;

3. Also Noting the price increase of principal foodstuffs such as rice, milk and other essentials which has lead to ‘hunger riots’ in several developing countries where the allocated food budget hardly covers half of households incomes;

4. Launches an urgent call to the international community, to agencies of the United Nations and to all other organisations concerned to support the agricultural sector, especially food production, for urgent and appropriate measures to be taken to eradicate hunger and malnutrition and ensure healthy, balanced and durable food supply.
HISTORY: VECTOR OF  RECONCILIATION AND COOPERATION 

Resolution 26

The 26th General Assembly,

1.
Considering the aim of the World Veterans Federation, “to promote and preserve the sacred duty of Memory;

2. Recalling resolution 13 entitled “Shared Memory” adopted by the 25th General Assembly of the WVF held in Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia) from 2-7 December 2006 and the “First International meetings on Shared memory” organized in Paris on 26-27 October 2006 and which were an occasion for the countries represented to exchange their own experiences on the way war veterans and resistance fighters’ memory is transmitted in their countries and to strengthen the ties of cooperation that will allow for a better and mutual understanding and contribute to the building of a lasting peace;
3.
Considering that the memory of events experienced by various peoples can teach us lessons which incite new generations to build a better world;

4.
Considering the primordial importance of remembrance and of teaching younger generations to confront their past and their ideals to better understand each other, to become closer, to live together, and to contribute to building a lasting peace based on values of justice, dignity, solidarity and mutual aid;

5.
Affirming that neglecting History and the confrontation of Memory can only foster the rise in many regions of the world of nationalist, racist, xenophobic and fundamentalist trends, which will only serve to fuel misunderstanding - even hatred - and can lead to intolerance and violence;     

6.
Underlining the important role of history in consolidating the ties of cooperation and friendship between peoples and calling for support for all initiatives taken in this regard;

7.
Exhorts all member associations and institutions of the World Veterans Federation to work harder in collaboration with the competent authorities of their countries to maintain remembrance of past events and to ensure that it is shared among peoples to inspire the prime movers to affront current and future challenges and build a peaceful and prosperous future.

EXCHANGE OF EXPERIENCE AND EXPERTISE IN TERMS 

OF MANAGEMENT OF MUSEUMS OF WAR VETERANS’ MEMORY

Resolution 27

The 26th General Assembly, 

1.
Recognizing the outstanding role of museums in the preservation and perpetuation of the Memory of war veterans and resistance fighters as a historic and cultural heritage incarnating human identity;

2.
Noting the inadequacy of the technical and financial means put at the disposal of the museums for remembrance of war veterans in developing countries which makes it difficult for them to accomplish their missions to enhance and transmit the value of memory, as well as communication and education;

3.
Considering that the mission of the International Council for Museums (ICOM) consists of conserving, preserving and transmitting the world’s present and future, material and immaterial natural and cultural heritage to society;

4.
Also taking into consideration the fact that the objectives of the International Council for Museums (ICOM) aim specifically at encouraging and supporting the creation, development and management of all categories of museum, as well as organising cooperation and exchange of experience between museums and professionals in the field of museums in different countries;

5.
Recommends the WVF Regional Committees and the member associations and institutions to work for the establishment of cooperation and partnership in terms of management of museums in order to exchange experience, knowledge and know-how in the field of museums;

6.
Requests the Executive Board to intervene with the International Council for Museums (ICOM) and UNESCO to suggest the possibility of organizing, in conjunction with the WVF, international meetings devoted to the study of means of enhancing the status of museums for war veteran’s Memory particularly in developing countries in order to improve their efficiency.

RESPECT FOR MEMORY AND WAR GRAVES

Resolution 28

The 26th General Assembly,

1. Recalling that August 2009 marks the 60th anniversary of the adoption of the four Geneva Conventions, which, together with additional protocols I and II constitute International Humanitarian Law and demands the respectful treatment of graves of soldiers killed during armed hostilities as well as internees who died in foreign countries, regardless of their ethnic origin, nationality and religion (hereafter referred to as “war graves”);
2. Keeping in mind that any nation that demonstrates its profound feelings towards compatriots and foreign citizens  proves its desire for final post-war reconciliation;
3. Recommends that member associations check that their respective states are taking necessary measures to ensure the proper maintenance of both national and foreign war graves.
FOR THE ELABORATION AND ADOPTION

 OF UNIVERSAL PRINCIPLES ON BIOETHICS
Resolution 29

The 26th General Assembly,

1. Recalling the Universal Declaration on the Human Genome adopted by UNESCO on 11 November 1997;

2. Recalling resolution 2 entitled: “warning against the cloning of human beings” adopted by the 22nd General Assembly of the WVF, held in Seoul, (South Korea) from 10-15 November 1997; 

3. Recalling resolution 39 entitled: “The Human Genome” adopted by the 23rd General Assembly of the WVF, held in Paris, from 4-8 December  2000;

4.
Expresses its deep worry with regard to the unsuspected moral or legislative implications, which could result from uncontrolled genetic manipulations;

5.
Indicates that any scientific activity should be guided by the major principle of constantly increasing the well-being of the whole of Humanity;

6.
Condemns the exploitation of scientific and technologic research for unknown purposes that may deliberately cause prejudice to human dignity and to the welfare of human beings and jeopardize the social, natural and cultural environment;

7.
Exhorts the scientific community to show more caution in this field;

8.
Urges the United Nations Organization, the World Health Organization, the council of international organizations of medical sciences and knowledgeable societies to work for the elaboration of universal principles of bioethics and to make sure that they are duly respected and adapted to rapid scientific and technological progress.

RESOLVING THE SAHARA CONFLICT

Resolution 30

The 26th General Assembly,

1.
Noticing that the regional controversy over the Sahara has been going on too long and is a danger to peace and security in this region of North Africa;

2.
Supports the efforts made by the Secretary General of the United Nations and his personal envoy in order to find a political, just, definitive and mutually acceptable solution to the Sahara Conflict, taking into consideration the progress achieved so far; 

4.
Reaffirms its support for resolutions 1754 (2007), 1783 (2007), 1813 (2008) and 1871 (2009) of the United Nations Security Council, which call upon the parties concerned to take into account the efforts made since 2006, to engage in substantial negotiations, to be realistic and show a spirit of compromise to ensure a politically negotiated and definitive solution; 

5.
Calls upon the concerned parties to cooperate with the United Nations and among themselves in order to reach a realistic political solution to this conflict in such a way as to strengthen the edification of the Arab Maghreb in a neighbourly climate of mutual respect among the countries of the region;

6.
Supports the new dynamics of solving Sahara Conflict which may pave the way for effective regional cooperation in order to cope with the increasing security and economic challenges.  

MEASURES TO COMBAT INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM

Resolution 31
The 26th General Assembly,

1. Recalling previous resolutions and declarations adopted at meetings of similar international organizations on the issue of fighting international terrorism;
2. Reiterating its support for the work done by the United Nations following the purposes and principles of the UN Charter to abolish such an abominable scourge, including the resolutions passed by the General Assembly of the United Nations and other bodies concerning these issues, as well as the European Declaration on Combating Terrorism, 25 March 2004;
3. Deeply disturbed by the persistence of atrocious acts of terrorism around the world resulting in an enormous loss of human lives and causing extensive damage and destruction;
4. Reaffirms its unconditional support for the fight against international terrorism and the financing of terrorist activities;
5. Considering that international terrorism shall only be eliminated through international cooperation and the eradication of the economic, political and social causes that engender it;

6. Underlining in this context the need to further increase international cooperation among States, international organizations, associations and international cooperation agencies including the UN and EU in order to prevent, combat and eliminate international terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, especially bioterrorism, no matter where and by whom terrorist acts are committed, in accordance with the principles of the UN charter, international law and the relevant international conventions and instruments;
7. Reaffirming the obligations of every State to prevent the use of its territory, properties and persons for the organization, plotting and execution of terrorist activities and actions against other countries, and to prosecute and punish those involved in such activities;
8. Strongly Condemns all terrorist acts, methods and practices in all forms and manifestations, as they are considered criminal and unjustifiable no matter where or by whom they are committed, whatever the motivation may be, even when States are directly or indirectly involved;

9. Strongly rejects the practice of state-sponsored terrorism; likewise rejects any attempt (under the pretence of combating terrorism) to repress the legitimate struggle of national liberation movements that, by virtue of the principle of the rights of the people to self determination, struggle for political independence, sovereignty and the right to development;

10. Considers it urgent to organise an International Conference on Terrorism under the aegis of the United Nations, with a view to establishing a General Convention on International Terror that contributes to addressing the existing legal loopholes in instruments of international law passed by the UN for the prevention and suppression of international terrorism.
ON THE INADMISSIBILITY OF THE REDUCTION OF THE STANDARD OF LIVING OF VETERANS AND VICTIMS OF WAR CAUSED BY THE GLOBAL RECESSION

Resolution 32
The 26th General Assembly,

1.
Expresses its concerns over the consequences of the global economic crisis, which has a negative effect on the standard of living of veterans and victims of war;

2.
Expresses its confidence that proper attention to veterans issues in these conditions will contribute to greater social stability and cohesion, and a successful overcoming of the aftermath of the depression;

3.
Noting that consequent state budget reductions must not lead to reduction of veterans’ benefits, pensions and rehabilitation programmes;

4.
Stresses the importance of enhancing the activity of veterans associations in order to assert veterans rights by any lawful means and measures;

5.
Considering that all prescribed medicines, services, prosthesis, wheelchairs, etc. must be supplied to the most needy veterans as a top priority and without cost to them.

6.
Recommends to governments in close cooperation with veterans associations to take swift and adequate measures to guarantee a high standard of living for veterans through pensions and compensation indexing, rehabilitation centres and the improvement of labour services;

7.
Stresses that governments should assist and facilitate the activities and programmes of veterans associations concerning veterans social issues in every possible way and create favourable conditions to widen and improve the efficiency of their work   
65th ANNIVERSARY OF ALLIED VICTORY IN WWII

Resolution 33
The 26th General Assembly,

1.
Pays tribute and expresses wholehearted gratitude to all veterans alive and perished, who have saved our world from fascist enslavement, demonstrating outstanding heroism and self sacrifice. The battle brotherhood forged during war remains the brightest symbol of the past and example of common counteraction of modern day challenges – economic crisis, terrorism, military tension, poverty and environmental pollution;

2.
Noting that the 65th anniversary of victory in WWII is an important historical, political and memorial event worldwide, which marks forever mankind’s aspiration for peace, liberty and democracy and respect for human rights and dignity, as well as a strong denial of fascism, national hatred and aggressive wars

3.
Calls upon all governmental and nongovernmental organisations (veterans, youths, religious, etc.) to take part in preparatory activities and celebrations of the victory of human rights and liberties over oppression and totalitarianism;

4.
Underlines the fact that a good representation of the 65th anniversary celebration in mass media with the active participation of veterans and peace keeping associations will strengthen the ideas of peaceful coexistence and good neighbourliness, tolerance and friendship, respect for veterans and national history in the minds of younger generations;

5.
Recommends to all WVF member association in cooperation with other interested parties to dedicate a month to the theme ‘we remember you’ to improve war cemeteries and hold commemoration events;

6.
Calls for the condemnation of all efforts to rehabilitate fascism, to revive neo Nazi organisations and the proscription of all forms of racial, national and other discrimination and political extremism, as they have no place in the 21st century;

7.
Recommends to all WVF member associations to continue historical, memorial and research work in order to find any possible information about WWII soldiers buried in nameless graves;

8.
Confirms that it is vital for veterans’ associations to conduct constant work to bring to light publications, speeches and political (public) actions which concern the distortion or falsification of history and re-establish the truth.  
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